be designated "modern"-one that, in most cases, corresponds to the Ottoman period (sixteenth to eighteenth centuries). However, many of the characteristics we shall identify could naturally also apply to the preceding "classical" period.
The city: production and trade
Contrary to frequently advanced theories about the very negative role played by the city in the overall Muslim context ("parasitic" is a term heard in this connection), the city actually had a positive impact on the local, regional, or international level.
2.1
The countryside was a place of craft manufacture, in the context of production within family-run workshops; in Egypt, for instance, the provincial centres of the Delta, Fayyum, and Sa id played a crucial role in the production of textiles. G. Baer notes how, out of a thousand or so villages mentioned in the major work of Ali Pasha Mubarak, two hundred had a local craft production. 4 Fundamentally, however, it was in the cities that more specialized production was located, in a highly varied set of fi elds that catered for the immediate needs not just of the city population but of that of the rural districts, too. It is estimated that, in the eighteenth century, craftsmen represented half the active population of Cairo. The "basic" crafts in question, to be found in all the large cities, were especially in the professions involving metal, wood, and leather, but they also entailed the manufacture of articles in gold and silver which were widely hoarded in the countryside. One of the most noteworthy examples of this kind of urban craft-one that no doubt played its part in catering for the domestic needs of the rural districts-was the production of articles in copper which was generally highly developed in the cities. So great was the importance of this that in Cairo it was established (its noisy character notwithstanding), in the very heart of the city: the suq of the nahhasin occupied the
